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LOVELOCK, NEV.: FACT SHEET
LOCATION:
Lovelock, Nev. is located on Interstate 80, 93 miles northeast of Reno in Pershing County. Lovelock lies in a meadow valley with the Humboldt Range to the east and the Trinity and Seven Troughs ranges to the north and west. This valley was known to settlers as Big Meadows because of the abundance of grass and water. It was favored by early settlers as a resting place before continuing on to California and Oregon. 

CLIMATE:
Lovelock enjoys more than 300 days of sunshine annually with daily high temperatures ranging from the mid-90s in July to the 40s in December.  Nevada’s desert climate keeps rainfall to a minimum with less than 6 inches falling annually.

LOVERS LOCK PLAZA:
Lovelock is home to the nation’s only love-locking destination, Lovers Lock Plaza.  Couples can affix a lock to the plaza’s “never-ending” chain, thus locking their love forever.  The tradition has become a part of Lovelock’s charm, borrowed from Chinese custom.  Locks are available at local stores displaying the Lovers Lock poster.  Visitors are encouraged to bring their own specialty locks to personalize the experience.

RECREATION:
Twenty-two miles to the east of Lovelock, Rye Patch Reservoir and Rye Patch Recreation Area offer a recreational bonanza for campers, boaters, fisherman and birdwatchers.  The state park is available for day-trippers interested in picnicking, hiking and various water sports.  Licensed hunters can explore Pershing County for small and big game, furbearers and other non-endangered species.  Off-road and ATV enthusiasts will find hundreds of routes to explore on the dirt roads and trails that crisscross the mountain ranges and deserts surrounding Lovelock. 

GEOCACHING:
Geocaching is an adventure activity where GPS (Global Positioning System) users attempt to find hidden caches based on location coordinates.  More than 100 geocaches are located in the areas surrounding Lovelock.  Coordinates for area caches can be found on www.geocaching.com.

GHOST TOWNS:
The desert surrounding Lovelock has more than two dozen ghost towns that are remnants of Nevada’s mining enterprise.  Mining camps that grew into towns include Unionville, Rochester, Vernon and Seven Troughs.  The lack of building materials in the desert resulted in many of the buildings in the towns being dismantled and moved to new locations.  
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HISTORICAL SITES:
As a resting stop on the emigrant trail to California, Lovelock has become a historical center in the state, boasting 30 historical landmarks including the Pershing County Courthouse, one of only two functioning round courthouses in the country as well as the Lovelock Depot and Lovelock Cave which are highlighted on a historic tour.  The hills surrounding Lovelock have several abandoned mining sites and ghost towns from the 1800’s. 

MUSEUMS:
The Marzen House Museum, added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1981, was built in 1874 as a home for German immigrant Col. Joseph Marzen.  The home underwent a $34,000 restoration in 1980 and now houses a collection of artifacts from pioneer homes and the Emigrant Trail as well as Native American artifacts from area camps and the Lovelock Indian Cave.  The complex includes antique farm machinery, vintage automobiles from the Lovelock Volunteer Fire Department, an assay office and more.  

LODGING and DINING:
Pershing County is home to eight motels and an RV park, with accommodations that include non-smoking rooms, a bed and breakfast, and casino lodging.  Diners can enjoy a variety of cuisine including pizza, Mexican, Chinese and the classic hamburger at one of eight local eateries.

WIRELESS:
There are several locations in Lovelock that offer wireless Internet services allowing traveling bloggers and techies to stay connected. 
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